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IKTF-ODUCTI T.N 



The purpose of this essay Is to trace the 
steps followed by a Chaplain in the establishment 
of a program of ellglous '.'ducat Ion at a United 
rtatee ‘laval Mr station; to Indicate the prob- 
lems attendant in the process; to give a general 
evaluation of the program in operation; to compare 
the problems with those set by other Chaplains in 
netting up such programs; indicate the two main 
streams of thought in the field of f.eligious edu- 
cation; and finally to emphasise the necessity of 
the r hc.pleln knowing where ho stand n with regard 
to hie philosophy of Christian ducatlon before he 
undertaken to oet up a program for his constitu- 
ency. 
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I . r eveiopment of r el ic.lous Education i T Ogsr aat at. t he faval 
Air station, &cin»-Mg. Tennessee . 

Curing the course of "orld ''ar Tiro the Naval Air ta- 
tion at stspiiB, Tennessee, became the focal point of train- 
ing for a&ny thousands of young sen just entering the 
technical training ncbcolc of the air arm of the Navy . To 
provide for their religious needs, a Cbapei wss erected at 
the center of the station at a coat of some forty thousands 
of dollars. This chapel was utilized for iroteotant, T oraan 
“ftthollc, and Jewish services. '« taany ae five services were 
held each Tunday In the Chapel, as well as numerous daily 
'•ervlccs. The seating, capacity was only four hundred fifty, 
so It became ne cese&ry for the Charlalna to hold other serv- 
ices in drill halls and barracks to take cere of those who 
were unable to get in the chapel for regular services. K 
chapter cf the ‘crvlce fen's Christian league was organized 
end r ilble claoa was held on ednesday nights but attendance 
war never very great at cither, according to the records now 
&v liable In the Chapel. This Just about complete a the Hot 
of activities which mirht bo classified as belonging in the 
sphere of religious education. There were some activities 
for r OT.an catholic and Jewlnh personnel, but they will not he 
considered in this paper ae it Is the writer's intention to 
deal with the roligloun educational activities handled by 
the Protestant Chaplains. 
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Possibly the meager progress outlined above was as 
adequate no anything that could be done, for It must be kept 
la mind that the personnel roster of the tution at that time 
was constantly changing. The schools ranged In length from 
a few weeks to six or eight months. Church attendance was 
high for most of those in school knew that it would be only 
a short tir© until they would bo in some foreign country or 
aboard chip, and probably in combat in any case, hut each 
man was very buoy with bio school work and it is not at all 
likely that an appreciable number would have had the time to 
have attended ether activities had a more intensive program 
of religious education been undertaken. 

’tiring the war years there were no children living on 
the taticn. ''otne of the officers and men had their families 
cone to "emphis for a short time, but they were at least 
twenty miles from the station and the Chaplain could not make 
their religious training his direct responsibility. The 
people who had their children with them either took the® to 
the church of their preference in Memphis or let them stay 
nt home and read the comics or '■'lay in the perk. They did 
not regularly bring them to the haval htatlcn even for formal 
services, for the chapel was overcrowded with service person- 
nel. 

At the close of the war, however, the situation 
changed markedly. The ravy Tcpi rtment dselgnnted the fir 
ftrtlon at Memphis as a permanent installation and began 
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building housing projects (cottage© and apartments} on the 
reservation for the use of personnel stationed there. The 
number of housing units constructed by the ‘levy vac quite 
negligible, however, and most families had to seek living 
quarters off the '"'tat ion. Concurrent with the designation of 
the tir tat ion as a permanent installation, several private 
real estate companies began housing, development a in the 
little town of Millington, Tennessee, just a nil# away, /a 
a result, more and acre families of service personnel moved 
into the area. 'q housing became available, families that 
had been living In ’'enphis and other surrounding town* began 
to move in order to be as near as roooibi© to the place where 
the husband had duty, in a very chert time there ca&c to b© 
more than one thousand families of Taval personnel residing 
on or near the ir ‘‘tation. 

The churcbee of Millington had practically no facili- 
ties for caring for this Influx of residents. Their f.unday 
tchoole were overcrowded before the new housing developments 
were begun, oth the Methodist and Taptiet churches built 
annexes to their educational buildings but within n very 
short time their facilities were again overtaxed and new rerl- 
der.to wore moving In each week. Tim© after tine the r h«pl&in 
received reports from parents who had taken their children 
to the (ethodiat Church only to find no room for then in the 
Cund&y chool. They then went across the street to the 
laptlct church and found the same situation existing, there. 
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It became apparent l*ae<5 lately that the children living on 
the r lr Station, find probably a great as&ny of those living 
outside, would have no religious Instruction unless score sort 
of program vor e set up by the Chaplain. 

/ f ter several of the parents had approached the chap- 
lain about the possibility of organising a -unday School, he 
set out to find a way to get something started. The first 
thing ho tried to do was to find out just how smny vould be 
enrolled so as to have something definite to lay before tho 
•'’ 03 '‘.ending officer when a roquet?! v?g submitted for an ade- 
quate building. The wife of one of the officers on the 
'dwlral ' *• .taff agreed to organize a committee of ladies to 
mate a survey of the homes of Navy personnel In the i*areo<3 la te- 
ar eft to determine the actual number of dependents and tho 
nu her who would be interested in attending the undey . chool. 

cur -eople were placed on the committee and, insofar as it 
was possible, the survey was conducted by telephone. Those 
homes not reached by telephone were visited by members of the 
committee, "’‘be head of tho committee reported that not only 
were they given n cordial reception, whether calling by tele- 
phone or In person, but that most parents were genuinely 
enthusiastic about the possibilities of getting a program of 
religious education aturtod immediately . "hon the Informa- 
tion sheets were tabulated it was found that there were two 
hundred seventy-one (271) children, ranging In age from one 
to sixteen, whose parents said they vould definitely be 



enrolled and would attend if & Sunday ohool were orgr.nl sed 
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In addition, fifty-three (53) adults Indicated their willing* 
nose to work In sosse capacity or other In the school. 'osst 
of thea wanted to be '’substitute” toacherc, raying that they 
did not feel themselves to be so veil qualified as other© 
whoa the Chaplain could get to teach. On the whole, however, 
the response w»s much better than had boon expected. 

It should be pointed out that one of the reasons for 
the good response was that the Chaplain h&d written an arti- 
cle for the nation' a weekly newspaper indicating the purpose 
of the nurvey and the approximate time the committee members 
would be calling. The article stressed the need for workers 
In any Sunday Cchool and urged those who were concerned for 
the spiritual welfare of the T’avy children to give serious 
consideration for the needs of the s«on-to-be-orgnniaed pro- 
gram at the station. 

Information sheets wore filled out for families of all 
religions. Thoee Indicating preference for Toman Catholic 
instruction ver« turned over to the catholic Chaplain for 
whatever action he might want to take with regard to classes 
of Instruction. Those indicating that the fanily ws.a Jewish 
were turned over to a ’ abbi in •'emphls who cssde regular 
visits to the taticn to minister to those of hi* faith. 

Tho r hapl»in ’ o next step was to discuss the results 
of this survey with the 'executive and '’ommanding Officer®, 
loth were genuinely interested in the situation and saw the 
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need cf yetting a program Into action with the least possible 
delay. The feswmndlng Tf fleer called in the Public "crfcs 
Officer (the person in charge of all buildings and equi patent } 
and asked that a suitable building be s&do sv&ilable to the 
r'haplain within two weeks tlae. He stated that he did not 
have a really desirable building available, but that there 
wss a tvfo- story barracks building near the fh&pal that could 
possibly be utilised with sone improvising. 7 v is seemed to 
be the beet solution to the lswiediftte situation so it va* 
af reed th' t the '’haplsin would look the building over and 
sake rccommendatione as to necessary work. *ft«sr petting the 
corral t tee cf ladies that Q&dc the survey to cose down and 
look the building over and naVe their recommend ati err 1 , the 
^hsylaln proceeded to work with the proper authorities and 
got the project started. ~he building won first cleaned up, 
eoae partitions were erected, and tables, chairs, fans, 
pianos, and other necessary equivalent were brought in from 
every ova liable source. 'and tables, worship center-tables, 
snail benchec and chairs, were constructed by the r u blic 
"orks ’"opertaent , but not without numerous delays for Jobs of 
"military necessity" of course had high priority. 'ost of 
the work ves done by parents ft night and on holidays. One 
r hief fetty If fleer tcld the Chaplain th' t he put in ever 
one hundred hours within a period of six veek'i. Ke w&r not 
saying that in expectation of praise but with a feeling of 
pride in having dene scraeihing worthwhile. 
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r h«n, Just about the tlsae it looked fairly shipshape, 
the inevitable happened. Feople In other f epartnents began, 
to look with envious eyes upon this section and that rooa of 
the building. The Chaplain was approached by numerous groups 
who wanted just a "couple of rooms’ for this or that activity. 
So it became necessary to make some fire decisions as to Just 
how the building could be used by othero without conflict 
with the program of the runday School. . It was finally 
decided to restrict the use of the building to the activities 
connected with the .’unday Cchool, Boy routs. Girl couts, 

'"ufo ‘coutn, and an amateur radio ctaticn. thin made avail- 
able fourteen rooms for class meetings end one large asceaibly 
room which could seat the? total enrollment of the undny 
chocl . 

”lth something definite now with reward to a meeting 
place, the '"haplain called a meeting of all thorns who had 
indie ted their willingness to serve on the staff of the 
Sunday Cchool. ach of the fifty-three people who had Indi- 
cated interest in the work was contacted »nd urged to attend 
this opening meeting for the purpose of discussing, the needo 
of the situation and to formulate plans for the actual open- 
ing of the school, “or one reason or another there wore 
fourteen absentees when tho meeting woe held. ut with 
thirty-nine people present there was certainly an indication 
of interest on the part of the parents in getting & proerwa 
of religious- Instruction started for their children. 
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This first meeting wag r&ther brief find consisted 
chiefly of a statement by the Chaplain as to his conception 
of the needs and opportunities involved, i.ach person present 
was asked to indicate first and second preference© &s to age 
groups with which they wanted to work, the type of work pre- 
ferred, and previous experience in public or unday school 
teaching. The question was then raised a© to what literature 
would be used. It i ranted lately became apparent that, no ready 
agreement could be reached c*om; the members of this group 
for there wore people from the /seeobly of Cod, the T rotestant 
•'pi scope 1 fhurch, and various other fienor.inations in between.’ 
One of the things heard frequently during the course of the 
discussion was, *‘l want my child to learn more about the 
3i'olf-. "hy shouldn't we Just study the Pible and not bother 
with other literature, except possibly to get picture cards 
for the children who are too small to read the iltole - . " . ..-till 
others wanted the r 'haplain t.o ©elect the literature and give 
it to the® to "teach." 

The Chaplain eugvested that the matter of the selec- 
tion of literature be hold in abeyance until after the next 
meeting when it was hoped that seme of the leading religious 
educational workers of 'emphifl would be present to assist in 
getting the program started. Thl e was agreed upon and the 
meeting was adjourned. 

T^mediatcly after the meeting, first one and then 
another of the l&dies cornered the '"haplaln and suggested 
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that there could he no doubt but that this or that literature 
would meet the needs of any -'uncSav 'chool that was Christian. 
In each instance the lady was positive that the literature of 
her denomination would always ”b© true to t ho teachings of 
Jesus." '‘ithin a day or two the Chaplain received a tele- 
phone call from the pastor of one of the larger churches in 
wiraphis. Thin pastor said that he had heard that we were 
marine plans to open e Sunday .. chocl at the *ir ‘tcticn and 
that his ’"’hurch would be glad to furnish all the literature 
needed for the project for the first yc ?, r. He added that 
there was no doubt in bin ®ind but that hie congregation 
would be glad to continue their generosity indefinitely. 

The Chaplain thanked the gentlemen for his concern and, an 
t ctfully an possible, informed him that he did not feel It. 
>rould be vice to rccept such an offer. First of ell, it was 
not a body cf literature the Chaplain wanted to see used for 
It vc c purely sectarian ir. nature. Secondly, It was not 
necessary from the purely financial point of view for the 
people vho would be Involved in the program h^d already indi- 
cated that they would support the school with their gifts as 
well so their lice. 

1 he next step vac to arrange with the leaders of the 
religious educational prerravta of three cf the larger denciril- 
rmticna to meet with the "haplrin and plan a brief teoeher- 
tr inin~ program, 't this meeting a faculty was celected 
from a list cf tboe© ^eople considered to be doing the best 
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work In the various deportments of their respective churches 
in ''erapbl e . These people were contacted end a date set for 
a four-hour session with the prospective workers e.t the 'ir 
Station, ’-•’ben the Us© arrived for this training cession, 
thirty-seven people were present to receive instruction. 

This was considered a rather remarkable shoving in view of 
the fact that it was found that one of the members of the 
cost" it tee charged with the responsibility of contacting the 
prospective worker* had failed to do her Job and coi«« ton or 
twelve people did not pet the word about the srsecting. 

The chaplain opened the? session with a brief introduc- 
tory statement s-e to its purpose, fie then presented the 
lrectcr of Pellglous .ducat ion of one of the large churches 
in ‘'©aphis who spoke for fifteen alnutos on hy a Program of 
religious ducat ion? " . This talk wa« rather general but wae 
presented quite well and eeeaed to serve the purpose of 
heightening the interest of those present in the necessity of 
caring for the religious needs of their children, £fter this 
taiv the '“haplain introduced ns ''exports’' the visiting teach- 
ers who would tell how they did their jobs in their own 
churches. The prospective workers In the eaon-to~be- 
establl shed .undey School of the Naval •• Ir .tat ion were 
then divided up according to age group interests. The 
Memphis workers in the indergarten , Primary , Junior, and 
Intermediate report sente then mot with them for the next 
three and one-half hours. 
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The fhapl&in visited each of thee© group® during the 
course of the evening, and found that ©von though four dif- 
ferent denomination* were represented in the visiting faculty, 
the emphasis wee upon the life-situation approach rather than 
the material-centered . 'me of the teacher® frankly stated 
later in a privftc conversation with the ri* plain that her 
rhurcb followed in the authoritarian tradition but that she 
took the materials they rsve her end used that which fit the 
situation as resource material. If it ves not relevant to 
the situation ah* and her pupils Ignored it »n<3 developed 
their own course of study out of their own experience of 
working together. 

This meeting for teacher- training before the actual 
opening of the fund&y chool was very helpful in presentinp; 
a point of view that ®nny of the people who became teachers 
had never been exposed to. "overal of thorn afterward stated 
to the Chaplain that they had always thought that getting 
ready to teach a tmday chool does consisted of 'learning 
the material in the quarterly and then transmitting It to 
the children the next morning.'’ It must not be inferred from 
the above statements that this cno session with trained 
workers turned out a competent, well-rounded staff of teach- 
ers for the undsy "chool of the ’“'aval Mr Mat Ion, It did 
not chance the fundamental eonccrticns held by s&stny of the 
workers, but it did at least expose them to the idea that 
what they had always done in the past might not be the only 
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way to teach. 31 die cause several of them to think and to 
do sene reeding ©nd experimenting, which certainly Justified 
the expenditure of effort that vent into the planning and 
execution of the training cossicn. 

The following week a meeting, of all vorVero was held 
for the purpose of discussing the liters* turn cituatlon. !io 
really satisfactory solution to the problem could be reached. 
The tendency was for the workers In each age group to want 
to use the literature that vas used by the worker from I'emphls 
In the training session. 1 hey had seen hew eosnecn© who was 
coneidcred on expert had eucees* ; fully used a particular piece 
of literature and so they naturally felt that it would be 
rood to start with it. fftnr a long discussion it was finally 
agreed that literature would be obtained fro.s the various 
churches in "0-r.Dhlc fer the remainder cf the current quarter 
of the year, and then to place an order for the next quarter 
for the tavld r . rook ''onp&ny'e non-donoairational material, 
The literature obtained frotr. Veisphis churches was ©s followc: 
*’ursery, kindergarten, >ri?.ary: ethodist 

Junior: outhern laptlst 

Intermediate: Presbyterian 

onior: Irctret&nt 'plccopal 

' r ho factor governing the uee of the material for Seniors was 
its • va liability. The teacher working with the enters had 
as v ed for rolled Tutheren material but it was inroesible to 
obtain it locally and would have taken tcc long to order It 
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from the Lutheran publishers. 

It should bo pointed out here that once the school 
actually got under way the literature problem did not cose up 
again insofar as the teachers were eonce-rned. They became 00 
Involved in the work of the class and with extra curricular 
activities with their groups that the material in the litera- 
ture really became a secondary matter and was, for the most 
part, adapted to the needs of the children. lth one or two 
exceptions the teachers seemed to try to take the children 
ss they wore end to Interpret to them the meaning of the 
‘"hrlstl&n faith for daily living. Prom the point of view of 
the '"haplaln thore was the crux of the whole situation, for 
there were many and varied interpretations of what Christi- 
anity might scan in different circumstances, /lraoat without 
exception, the teacher wont into the class with & pretty firm 
notion as to what she wanted to accomplish. he tried to 
be*fin with the understanding of the child end to teach him 
what would be the Christian way of living under particular 
circumstances. True enough, she used the available literature 
as reacurce material and did not attempt to get the chllfl to 
memorise It or to remember it as ouch. ut she did use it 

and an? other material she could get for the purpose of rein- 
forcing her idea of what being Christian meant in that 
particular situation . That was particularly true with ref- 
erence to the use of the 3 iblc. It was accepted as the norm 
of Christian experience and was usually appealed to &« the 






final authority on worst anv question. Time and tiae og&in, 
teacher b would call the fh*pl&ln Curin'- the week a. rid «e'x 
where to find a Biblical reference to "prove” such end such 
s point. #nd nothing that the fhapl&in over said or did 
toward urging that the Bible be used as a study of what 
people had done end thought In the past about God and rhrlet 
and how to live together , ever oeesed to hove any effect 
whatsoever on this rather prevalent attitude. 

Several of the teacher© were college graduate© and had 
had teaching experience in the public schools employing mod- 
ern educational techniques. They seeded , however, to have 
developed on asbl valent attitude toward the teaching of 
children In the unday lehool . >.,n the one hand they felt 

thf-t they must bogln with the child and follow a life- 
centered approach. On the other hand they had the Idea that 
there simply suet be certain "aaving" Vncwledge which should 
be leparted to the child In oesne way or another. Thie 
brourht about a curious mixture of method. The tof.chcr 
would insict that aha war* uoln<r the literature whatever It 
might be) as resource material, and ot the ss«o time would 
be doing her best to see that the child case in the lent 
analyelo "to accept whot tho uibl« said an final." This 
attitude was substantially the same, whether the terchcr wc® 
a high school graduate with no formal teacher training, or 
a college graduate with years of public school teaching expe- 
rience. /a a result, it is feared that many of the children 
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could have attended Sunday school regularly for a year or 
two f the norsml Isngth of residence on the / ir Motion) with- 
out ever having gained a very clear conception of what it 
£«ans tc be a follower of the Christ. 

It wag mentioned that there were exception® to the 
general attitude of the teacher s toward how the work of the 
unday ;chool should be carried or. for best result?. One of 
the tenchera was convinced that the Stble and nothing but 
the 'Iblc should be taught. 'unday after undev the member 8 
of her class case bringing their hibleo end red pencils for 
underlining. “'be teacher would open the class session with 
a prayer, iking od tc open tholr minds that they might 
'rightly divide the word of truth/' ' r.d then rroceeti to give 
the class lino upon line and precept upon precept, telling 
them what the passage rer lly mesnt; . • ow it ic probable that 
the youngster who ca e faithfully to this cl&ae did lerrn 
soar things that will be helpful in daily living, he cer-> 
t inly came to know more about the rlble than he had before. 

cet cf the members of the didn’t oven know where to 

begin tc look for a particular book In the Stole when they 
started to study under thin teacher. They had no knowledge 
whatsoever ol itn content, "he teacher did succeed in getting 
then to bo liblo-ccnacicus . They memorised the names cf the 
bGO’* s of both :,ld and »Jew r e elements. They learned the 
meaning of the term "proof-text , " and could soon find some 
with s little assistance from the teacher. They cam*# to know 
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a little* somethin^ about the content of the New Testament and 
had a vague Idea as to the meaning of the ,Jl# Testament, out 
they sjost certainly had no clear Idea of how all this vac to 
be integrated into their day by day living routine. They did 
have a high regard {©a did the Chaplain and the other mem- 
bers of the faculty) for the character of the teacher, and 
lively had a feeling that the knowledge of the 'llbls which 
she rotsceoeed had something to do with the quality of life 
oho displayed to the community. And that vr&o something do 
good that they wanted to emulate it in their own lives, so 
the teacher could lead then anywhere. It is extremely doubt- 
ful, however , if the average member of that clean ever really 
carried over Into Ms public school activities and attitudes 
anything from the unday ;chool other th£ n the beneficent 
influence of the teacher’s personality. 

3y way of contrast, there was the work of two frloary 
teachers. One had taught school for a number of years in a 
situs lion where the most progressive educational methods were 
utilized. ho not only had the theory of child-centered edu- 
cation but aloo had the patience and skill fend faith to 
attempt to put the theory Into practice trs a ‘unday chool 
class. ’The ether was not a trained ochccl teacher but a 
housewife end mother who tried to -sr Vo her homo a true democ- 
racy and helped her own children to grow without coercion or 
indoctrination. Those two teachers carried on in the unday 
chocl & program that eliminated practically all disciplinary 
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problems. The situation created in the classroom was one 
wherein each child felt that he was having a part in whet was 
being done, and where encouragement was given when ascet 
needed. These teachers realized that it is normal for chil- 
dren of the primary age to be active and no attempt was aado 
to see that each child sat still and aside no noise. Instead, 
each child vac encouraged to express himself rather fully. 
? ‘hen ont' got out of lino to the extent that he was a dis- 
tricting influence upon, most of the others, the teacher* did 
not scold or cajole, but would point out that Joey was work- 
ing with the others and that they all were trying to do 
something togethe r for the good of all. host of the time 
this method worked remarkably well and little Joey would set- 
tle down without feeling that the teacher h"d forced him to 
do oo against hia will, it was the Chaplain's feeling that 
these two teachers were really accomplishing something that 
would be lasting, for those children were learning how to 
live together by doing thing® which helped them to grow in 
their cspscity to give end take on a truly Christian basis. 

To eay the least, a child in such a situation a® this would 
seem to have « better chance of seeing the relevance of 
rhrlBti&n principles to life than would the child who simply 
ac crises Bible verses. 

"hen, of course, there were the majority of the tea ch- 
ore who fell in between the two 1 lluetr&tlone given. They 
were the ones who had s vague idea that the f unday chool was 
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a fine thing and should be carried on for the good of the 
children, but they had no real understanding of what 
Christian education should accomplish, "hey felt that the 
teacher nhculd be able to keep the children reasonably quiet, 
and Interested enough to participate In what goes or. In the 
c iasercoss. They would take the lessen material given to thesa 
and study It sore or least, with the view of getting something 
cut of it that could be handed on to the class on Sunday morn- 
ing. ’'oat of them honestly tried to adapt the raatcrlal to 
the understanding of the child. 'll of them certainly hod & 
genuine concern for the well-being of the children or they 
would not have taken the trouble to have prepared the lessons 
and mot with the classes. These people wanted to see the 
children develop and proved to be amenable to suggestions as 
to how they could best do their Jobe cf teaching. They were 
the *-eople who could be counted on always to attend training 
ass.lona and staff meetings. 

The organization of the Jurdoy "chool st Kemphie fol- 
lowed the departmental 1 z*, t Ion common to most Trotcst&nt 
churches. The rureery and "Inner gar ten repartsents were 
unusually large, caeklng up some forty ~ercent of the total 
enrollment of the school. The rln&ry and Junior Tepnrtmenis 
took in another forty percent, while the Intermediate repart - 
aent had about twelve percent and the '••■?«} or department only 
five percent. The loeely Traded ^l&n vras followed through 
the Intermediate fepertasent, with Claeses corresponding to 
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public school classification. Tho ’cnlore were flret divided 
Into two classes but that proved iaipracticablV as It wan dif- 
ficult tc pet two efficient teachers for the* and the 
majority wanted to sV y together In one cissy anyway, t- B 
for adults , cne clncm was org*.nlxed for thex In the beginning 
with the hope that others (Sight develop l-ter. rather good 
>ible teacher was put In charge of the cl»«s and he kept up 
ar. average attendance of seme fifteen or sixteen, most of 
who*-? wore enlisted non who were unmarried. he fhaplaln 
tried to develop on Interest In & carried couples class, but 
did not succeed in (.’ottlne cne started . one of the reasons 
riven by aany of the young couples wss that they had to stay 
hoxe tc look i-ftor the baby. 'hlle that excuse might not 
have been valid when a party vaj g i v en on uturday night. It 
see .cd to be perfectly acceptable on 'unfit y morning. 

f : o general assembly v s held for tho unity rchool , 
though there wore a number of poodle who vented something of 
that sort. The majority of the staff felt thet a departmental 
assembly w * best, bc this ~lan wop followed. Tho assembly 
lasted only ten minutes end •'roved to be very popular with 
tV e children. They presented, for the J.ost part, tho entire 
acre blv rrorrans and It was considered e ^rlvlle^e to take 
rart. The dult Iblo r laes had a very brief 'devotional' 
consisting of a rr’>yor and hymn. cne of the cl&cseR h d 
lose than fifty minutes of actual classroom work. 
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is for th# non-teaching laeabers of the staff, the 
Chaplain acted as Chairman of the Board of Christian Ldu a ~ 
tion, the superintendent of the Bunday school and his 
as el etant , the Secretary, and the Treasurer, actually carried 
on the administration in much the sane way as regularly organ- 
ised schools in civilian churches. The Board of Christian 
education was actually the teaching staff plus the adminis- 
trative officers naaed above. This Board met monthly and 
practically all members attended most meet lngs. Sosa leader 
in Christian educational work was brought from Memphis for 
each of the first several meetings for the purpose of discus- 
sing various phases of the work of a Sunday chool. The 
speaker always as'^ed for questions and, after the first meet- 
ing, there was no hesitancy on the part of any of the teachers 
to ape^k up about any current problem. This proved to be one 
of the features of the monthly meeting and without exception 
the teacher who could not attend would call the Chaplain and 
explain why the absence was necessary . 

o there is, in somewhat sketchy fora, the beginnings 
of a program of Tell glens Education for a faval Installation, 
“'arts inly it was not everything that sight have been desired 
but it vns a beginning of what could develop into s means of 
meeting the needs of the situation. 
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X 2 • A Purvey of ^fcat Other military Chap lain© Have Pone In 
' stablishlng Programs of ! ellgtoua Education . 

contacts made in person and by correspondence with 
other military ''b&plsins ( Siivy , Army, and Mr Force), have 
resulted in Information which leads to the conclusion that 
the development of the program at Memphis was rather typical. 
There were some variations of ®.n insignificant nature, but 
the over-all picture was quite consistent. 

1 thout exception, the other chaplains contacted had 
experienced difficulty in varying degrees when it caste to 
obtaining quarters for the activities of the "unday i~ehcol. 
Only two reported that the facilities v©r© really adequate 
for the program being carried on. "ost of those reporting 
indicated that the local military authorities wre very 
cooperative in that they mode available to the Char lain the 
most adequate facilltieo at their disposal. It seems clear, 
however, that the authorities in '-schingtcn who allocate 
functe for the erection of buildings given over to the roll- 
pious development of their constituency have not given serious 
thought to the needs of the children of service personnel 
living on the various military and naval installations. 

voet of the buildings now in use wore erected for aoa»e 
other purpose during vrar-tlsa©. True enough, chapels were 
erected by the hundred n but they were little more than places 
where public worship services could be held. The overage 
chapel consisted of a rectangular building with seating 
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8 ps.ee for some four hundred fifty or five hundred per eons. 

3a. oV of the sacristy a very limited amount of office ©pace 
was proviciod for the Chaol&ina . 'ith few exceptions no roosu* 
were provided in the chapel buildings for any sort of reli- 
gious educational work. Of course, it must be resaeatbared 
that when these structures vr©r© erected thor# mas no thought 
that they would ever bo used for permanent installations 
where children of naval and other military personnel would 
be quartered, ~ut the fact is that there are now a number of 
installations being operated on a more or less permanent 
basis, where the number of children aboard rune from a dozen 
or 00 to several hundred. They become the Chaplain's respon- 
sibility insofar ss religious instruction is concerned, and 
ho 'iust meet that need &b best he ai»y. "rhe r oman r etholic 
chtpltin holds hie catechetical classes, but the average 
Protestant Chaplain feels that he must do more than that to 
adequately meet the needs of the children committed to his 
care. 30 each Chaplain has to take whatever steps may be 
necessary to procure the buildings and equipment for the 
establishment of a program of religious education that will 
at leant move toward meeting; the needs of the particular situ- 
ation In which he finds himself. 

Post of the Chaplains reported difficulty in the nat- 
ter of keening a teaching staff Intact. ,ome stated that it 
was not at all unusual for one teacher to have &■& saany as 
thirty children In one class. One ^hnplfttn stated that at 



on© ??svol base he had an average attendance cf eighty at 
’unday School but was never able to be eur© of having more 
than two teachers present! In that situation, all children 
of T ntercsediate fend -enior ©gets were put in one class and 
all of the younger ones in another. 

Vc standardised Method of procuring and training 
teacher© con be said to exist ng the military Chaplains. 

It »eea© that the average Chaplain goes About the matter szuch 
*s he did while serving os u pastor in civilian life. ~o®e 
seemingly have fairly good results and others rather poor. 

The majority reported staff conferences were held with fiosne 
degree of regularity, but the Indies tions were that most of 
the.fi mounted to little more then social -atherlmrs. 

"'hs fact that the constituency of the fhaplsln Is 
essentially of a transient nature probably lead© to a feeling 
of peselmiBm on the part of some Chaplains. In neat fund ay 
*ohocl© in such nltuations the turn-over will average r-lmost 
fifty percent annually, both of teachers and puplle. In 
spite of this, however, acme of the Chaplains indicated that 
they are t r y 1 nr to raa5<o the Teat of the matter and are Inten- 
sifying their training programs so a a to *arVe tho moist of 
the rbllitios their teachers possess while they ere there on 
the Job. One Chaplain reported that he always writes a let- 
ter to the Chsjil&in nervlnr the area tc which one of Mo 
teachers may be transferred . Tn tbi© letter he outlines the 
ou r liflcctlons of the teacher and tells 'list she has been 
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doing in the Pund&y chool, Parent-* ■’“esc her© deaoct&tion, or 
other groups working for the best, interests of the cotas&unlty. 
He eeys that tho results have been very gratifying, for most 
of the Chaplains have replied after having gotten the teacher 
ansiiailfttcd in hie religious education ? regrsun. Pc also 
says that mery of the teachers h*ve written after having 
arrived at their new duty station and have thanked hi sn for 
his Interest in seeing that they were welcomed into the new 
co*i»unl ty . 

’ ractlcclly 11 of the ^hafloins contacted Indicated 
th^t they hod faced the oasre problem ir. the selection of suit- 
able undav 'chool literature as that encountered In the 
‘'ewfhls situation. One chaplain reported that his Sunday 
chool ueee ‘ctbodist literature one quarter, 1 reabyterian 
the next, and aptiat the next! One alternates year by year 
between ethos lot end Frophy torl&n publicaticno. another 
uses literature from the Jilgrisa /roes end still another uses 
thrt put out by tho Christian ’"oard of Publication. Vour of 
th a report od the use of I avid r . 00 > liter' turc. In fact, 
the only thing the f ’heplains all seemed to have in cocoon in. 
this ntter was that none verc satisfied with the solutions 
arrived at, even though stoat reported their teachers were 
encrslly satisfied. They g}] seemed to feel that they have 
h"d to compromise their own beliefs in the ratter in order to 
arrive at somethin*' that would be at lets! half-way accept- 
able tc the parents and tea chore with whets they work, "'hat 
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is, all but one who stated that he hat? had no problem whatso- 
ever. He had just selected the literature and riven it to 
the teachers saying, ’Tore it is. Teach it.” He stated that 
hie only problem v»8 that of getting teachers who would do 
wh&t, he told them to do I ome of the Chaplains felt that the 
literature they were Doing was too dogmatic and too sectarian, 
while others Indicated the reverse to be true. 

. 11 of the Chaplains indicated that there war* no prob- 
lem insofar as raising money for equipment and literature is 
concerned, "he families who live on the military installa- 
tions are eager, apparently, to do their p&rt toward the 
establishment of a program that will provide religious 
instruction for their children. They may not know much about 
what should be accomplished but the Chaplains report them 
willing to work to get a program ot&rted. It has been found 
that theie are always a number of ©killed crafteKen on any 
mlllt' ry installation, and they have always proved to be more 
than willing to give of their ti *c for the building of equip- 
lent for the school, ''aroentero , ojotalemi the , end others, 
are usually present in great numbers and many show up when 
the 'haplaln calls for assistance in building tables, chair®, 
benches, blocks, and other necessary Items. Post of the 
larger military installs* tions maintain large hobby shops and 
thease are utilised aftei working hours for the improvement 
of the undav “chool facilities. It has aeon the experience 



of many of the hsplains that it is far better to get the 
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father of Joey Brovn and aoae of hie friend a to build useful 
articles for the bund ay school, then It would be to take up 
& collect ‘on to pay for whatever sight be needed, '-.hen a 
son works for several nights to build something that Id being 
used by hie acn or daughter, he will naturally have pride in 
the institution that is serving to guide the children In 
their development. More than one instance ban been given cf 
a family having begun regular attendance at church because of 
the father’s having helped in the building of furniture for 
the Sunday School. 

‘nother thing ell of the Chaplains soea to have in 
common is that their programs of Christian Education are get 
up to deal almost exclusively with children through the 
Jerslor repartsaent only. The majority of those reporting had 
only one class for adults end indicated that it is almost 
always poorly attended. This scene to be a greatly neglected 
field of religious educational possibilities and certainly 
deserves a great deal of study and experimentation. 

“ost ^hajplaine have e chapter of the Service 'en's 
Christian league for the Bailors, but that le reported as 
having been attended only fairly well. These chapter® arc 
organised along the same lines as the Christian v-ndesvor and 
Youth fellowship groups. The official publication of the 
League is the ’'l ink" *t<ig*Klne and lesson materials are con- 
tained In each monthly issue. This material is based on 
International council of felirious education plane, end for 
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the scat part is quite good. It Is usually presented In lec- 
ture fora with aose class discussion following. Two out cf 
three '..hoplains state that they have personally led the dis- 
cussion groups. Some have experimented with lay leaders but 
have apparently cose to feel that the only way to Veep the 
group Intact is to have ministerial leadership. The consen- 
sus of opinion 1 c that the discussion periods give opportunity 
for rod understanding and growth, as oomo fellow who has not 
been brought up in a Christian family will ash intelligent 
questions that cut across the stereotyped phrases and got at 
the heart of the matter being studied. The acetlnge of the 
League sre held at the time most convenient for the men vfho 
will be cost likely to attend. *. number of r hwpl»ins report 
that the tendency during the past few yr_*re is to hold the 
ceetinpo on ,'undsy evenin^a. 

The ’ervicc ‘en’s Christian League is not considered 
to be c port of the activities of the regular fund fey school 
proTra , and there io seldom, if ever, a feeling on the part 
of the Individual me.nbcrs that they are a part of the overall 
program of religious education. One of the reasons for this 
is that the over; ge sailor is in the group at a particular 
station for only a short titan, possibly six months or a year 
at most. He becomes interested in the activities of the 
league through & buddy or has had contact with It at another 
station. To linee up with tho i erguo ami. t,v y work f t the Job 
with enthucl&BC for the time he ie there. Tut the sailer who 
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doer, this is unmarried , end the experience of the Chaplains 
is that he Is not likely to develop an intense interest In 
whet the Chaplain is seeking to do for the children of 
others. He is likely to think of the und&y hchool and 
related activities fts existing for children. He thinks well 
of the program In the abstract, and may even volunteer his 
services as a bus driver or In com© other capacity, but he 
sees no Immediate relevance of the Jund&y Cchoc-l to himself. 

a! 1 of the Chaplain© with whom this has been discussed 
have indicated that they feel a need for spending -r,ore time 
ir. helping these people become aware of the things th© Church 
ou ;ht to be doing in the lives of all the people. Certainly 
ell agree that the average program of Chrieti&n education 
bein^ carried on outside the pulpit ministry le confined to 
the children of the community for the xoet pert. 



Ill . Tingle Issuer. In religious $s fl u cation '•"hi oh .the Cfc f« pi a 1 n 

Uunt v&Ius te . 

In thinking over the things done in setting up the 
pregr&a of religious education at ,f riphlr, and In studying 
the reports other Chaplains have made of similar activities, 
the writer Is forced to conclude thst , important «e eay be 
the setters of obtalnln adequate building epc.cc for cl&snee, 
training of teachers and other staff members, selecting suit- 
able literature, end planning the curriculum, there is a sore 
fundamental matter that should bo worked out by the Chaplain 
before any program is ever initiated, und that is the matter 
of objectives. e ought to know what It is that he wants to 
accompli eh. "e ought to know what methods can best be ueed 
to accomplish the desired result*. This is no place for 
foggy thinking or erratic sailing. Th© chaplain had best 
clear his mind and know that his compose Is true before he 
begins. Unless he does, the efforts of fill concerned will be 
likely to junt '*dd to the general confusion the average per- 
son hat? about the meaning of the Christian religion and its 
relevance to day by day living. 

In order for any chaplain to make an intelligent deci- 
sion with regard to objectives he should be thoroughly 
f fusilier with the underlying philosophy of each of the major 
stress© of thought regarding the religious educational pro- 
cess. It may be assumed that each Chaplain ha© been trained 
in a esinury ov.pbasi sing either the traditional or the 
progressive an roach to religious education. ‘ 1 sc , he ha® 
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had experience in a civilian pastorate where one or the other 
w&8 eiapha sized irt practice. 

The traditional Protestant teaching has been, that all 
people are by nature sinners, and the purpose of religious 
education ie to bring the individual to the point where he 
will make u decision for Christ end accept HI a salvation. 

This view has eseuaed that such & decision would bring with 
it s power frc 2 » without the individual that would enable hire 
to ”be Kristian’' in all of bio doings from henceforth, 
whereas he had been a sinner before the tine of decision. It 
has Resumed that the individual would thenceforth have the 
power to overcome any temptation that might befall tela, and 
to meet any situation with which he might be faced ua a 
Christian. It baa assumed that tnle experience of conversion 
brought to the individual complete maturation of character, 
"hie view, whether set forth in intellectual treatises or 
revival lot, 1c sermons, contained the doctrines of Cod's abso- 
lute sovereignty, the depravity of man due to original sin, 
the necessity of repentance end complete faith in Cod, and 
the expectation of the eternal heavenly life given by God a 
grace to the faithful and chosen, or the burning fireo of 
hell to the unrepentant . These views of the nature of man 
and of the conditions for the establishment cf a satisfactory 
releticnnbip with God naturally influenced the content end 
method of the religious educational programs developed by 
r rot®stant denominations. 
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The first Sunday ichoole in the United totes, con- 
trary to popular opinion, were not set up for the purpose of 
giving religious instruction, but for the teaching of the 
rudiments of education to the children of the lose fortunate 
in the land. However, within fifty years? of the establish- 
ment of the first 'unday School her© in 1755, most of the 
denominations had organized ’ unday school boards and were 
devoting a great deal attention to this means of teaching 
their children and youth. The primary purpose of the Sunday 
School thus came to be that of teaching "sound doctrine." Of 
course, the doctrine taught by each denomination was that 
which was considered by the group to be sound and saving. 

The content and method of teaching varied somewhat but the 
control purpose was the came. The ilible and various cate- 
chetical material formed the basis for most of the instruction. 

That the aim of religious instruction in tho 
lundsy chool was to show children their loot 
condition and to lead them to accept the sav- 
ing work of Christ end that revival methods 
should be used in securing their convereicn 
when they reached the age of accountability 
were generally accepted beliefs.^ 

uch vlewB have not been eliminated from the thinking 
of many people in the Christian world today. They have been 
modified by sons denoal nations but It is probably safe to say 
that the majority of ''hurch Tchool literature being produced 
In the United states today is based on the fundamental 

^Tlliott, ca n ■ ellg lous .du catlon re Christian? , p. 27. 
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aoeusipticma of the author! t#rl»nl e® which developed during 
the reformation and continues to the present day. ‘.hen these 
assumption* are held, then the teaching of religion to chil- 
dren become* a matter of passing on what the adult sitmber* of 
the Christian churches see &« "truth.” there i« little 
opportunity for critical examination of whet is being taught. 
It la the doctrinal, position of the denomination that Is to 
be emphasized and it la taught in such a way ae to most 
effectually thwart questioning. It become* a matter of all 
or nothing. There can bo no half-way measures. Cine gets the 
truth, and, becoming aware of hi* lost condition, repents and 
Is saved, or turn* hie bach upon the Lord's gift of salvation 
and Is lost forever. 

If this premise le accepted then the planning and 
execution of a program of ''brlstlan education ie made com- 
paratively simple, fetermlne what the truth actually is 
according to one’s personal and denominational belief*, and 
then device the beat literature for the propagation of this 
truth, "hon decide what methods nay beet be used for passing 
this material cn to the pupil* and begin the Indoctrination 
of teachers for this specific tae*. Thin view of man and how 
he coses to a saving religious experience ha* led to a rather 
widespread adoption of the Kerbarit&n method o of instruction 
by which "the outcome expected lo stated In the aim, and the 
teaching plan consists of steps by which this predetermined 
outcome la to be reached. Therefore, the procedure lo 
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Id ©&lly suited for teaching authoritatively doctrines or 
interpretations of the Christian religion. 

But this view was challenged as far back as I83S on 
strictly theological grounds. Horace Buahr.sll objected to 
the revival! stlc method that claim**! to have all the truth, 
and he pointed out that what a child will ultimately becoae 
dementia to a great extent upon the conditions under which he 
grow© up, the home life being the ssost important single fac- 
tor. In IBM Bu-'hnsll published oft article sotting forth 
the idea that children sight be brought up in a truly 
r hristian homo, and with loving nurture bo able to attain to 
the tate of character the conversion experience was supposed 
to bring exclusively. TMa view w&s fttt eked by the majority 
of the religious leaders of Mo day, but it nerved to bring 
to a head the issue which has continued to confront religious 
educators to this day. 

'"he modern pioneer in the oo-callcd '’liberal ” reli- 
gious educational movement , was Ccorge /. Coe, one of the 
founders of the religious ducatlon •' escalation. Taking into 
consideration what the author! tarlwn view had accomplished , 
and being aware of the modern develor monte in education, 
psychology, and sociology , Coe pointed cut that Christian 
education should consist of the constant reconstruction of 
the purposes of Individuals ant' society. e pointed out that 







man is to a rre&t extent the product of his social existence, 
and that the individual in hie social relationships should be 
the center of concern for Christian education. He says "the 
depravity that the child exhibits ... is commonly not that 
of his own heart, but that of remediable faults of adults and 
In adult society."' There have been developments in reli- 
gious education since f'os, but in general it say be said 
th&t the best liberal thought has been founded upon or has 
been developed out of Coe's presuprosi tlons. 

cut that which we have terraed the "beet liberal 
thought” has never been translated into practical action in 
the majority of our rrotestant churches. Indeed, it may be 
esi'l that only a small minority have employed method s con- 
sistent with the teacMncs of •'"ce. However, ^orc and store 
people in the field of religious education have cos© to be 
increasingly aware of the shortcomings of the traditional 
rethod * . The increasing secularization of life in this 
country during and irsmediatcly following the * irat 'or Id v&r 
led to the orrointne^t of c committee by the international 
Council cf ! elieious education, for the purpose of develop Inf 
s curriculum the t would be store in line with the need a of 
the children end youth of cur churches. T r . ''lilies: Clayton 
’over was head of this committee which worked for severs 1 
yrtra in the construction and development of a row curriculum. 

* r c« , 'o ctal ■ hcory of eli , ~lous duefttien , p. 171. 
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This Curriculum rosanlttee placed the emphasis upon growing 
experience of the child to bo taught rather than upon the 
materials or doctrines. It did not Ignore the Slble nor 
minimise Its lsportar.ee , but pointed out that Its great value 
lies in being properly uaetl ts a rec cure© for those who would 
know how men in the past have searched for fend found fellow- 
ship with Cod and with each other. 

The concern of Christian .duration in to 
hi? Ip persons, whether youiwr or old, to live 
as Christiana. ... to face the actual situ- 
ations that their world nropeiita to theca 
end to resolve the issues Involved in tens© 
of Christian values? and "urnoees. In a 
world of change attention needs to be given 
[■s ®uch to the poasibilitieo of nreosnt 
experience a® to the precedents of post 
experience. The end of education Is not 
the acquisition of knowledge or ldeen as 
such, but the ora’ftni ration of growing knowl- 
edge for the more competent and fruitful 
orderinr of life, ^hl p means that education 
should be pointed definitely towaro action 
in the r a&frin£ and remaking of personal and 
social life. ‘ 

"his committee also pointed cut that Christian education, In 
order to meet the demands of modern life, would have to go 
beyond the casual '"unday choc.l instruction periods which 
dealt with the presentation of 'lessons. " • eallzlng that 

improved nesns of cosmunicstlorr have resulted in our living 
no longer in 1 eclated culture patterns but in & society that 
h* s beco-.o secularised in the schools ant: even In the homes, 



^International council of Religious 'duration, 
/ ‘hrl stl ruc ti o n r *o?»y , p . !■ k . 
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the ccttffiitt.ee further stated that 

Christian education Is related tc every phase 
of the whole of living, involving the family, 
vocation, the functions of cltl zennhlp, end 
the intellectual , moral end aesthetic .•.ctivi- 
tlee... "hr! ration education addreeae® itoelf 
to the Christian growth of the v’ ole person. 

Jt takes into full account the emotional life 
of persons and groups a3 veil :*& their intel- 
ligence. 3 

" ven though these recommendations were a&de by the cotwilt t ee 
sat up by the international council of 'aliplouB education, 
thev were never given complete imp lc .entution. True enough, 
there ore churches here and there across the lend that have 
sought to rut these principles Into nr cU.ce In their unday 
chools and related activities, but the feet remains that 
Protestantism by and large has never sot up c curriculum that 
would bo true to the lower Coasaittee s recop sensations . The 
bore of these who er© lr sympathy with this progressive or 
liberal philosophy of religious education would »««re to lie 
in thooo churches that have put into operation such a program 
and ere achieving definite results theioby. 

T he adoption of such e program of religious education 
would, result in an entirely different view of what materia, In 
should be presented for study. The question that v ou Id bo 
upn©r"cet In the saindo of those planning the course* of study 
far any tu»e group would bo: In this the beet available 

t torlal for the promotion of the rupll'e own beat end highest 



-' Ibid . . p. 1A. 
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Quality of life at this particular time r.m? stag,# of develop- 
ment? This would not make leso m-,.c reb =.ny of the materials 



unot' oy the churches In the paet. 



hut would make nil of life 



something to be viewed as sacred . In the words of A. J. 
'•’illi&a; Ayers: 



hod's whole universe is Mis do ok . He reveals 
himself in the TUble, in history, end In lit- 
erature, in art nd in music, In nature, end 
in science, in the factory a no in all the dally 
occupations of everyday life, Tut of this; 
storehouse, no rich and. varied in its contents, 
the wise steward brings both what Is old and 
new . 0 



i -nd not only would this attitude be taken toward the selec- 



tion of aat**ri«la from all of life, but those planning the 
courses of study would keep in mind the results of oodorn 



discoveries as to how learning tek^s ’"lacc. It would result 



in the adoption of the principle laid down by John Dewey : 



learning beet takes rlace when the child can ace the rele- 
vance *f the subject «satt«r to life as he understands It. 
To quote yore again: 

.11 material oust be ne nlngful to the pupil. 
There 1* r.o ref son or excuse for teaching 
anything to pupils that is meaningless in the 
hope that come day it may be of use. Gener- 
ally the a! stake la wnfle not no .such of 
prerenting ‘‘advanced” material t a of present- 
ing what ie foreign to tbo pupil’s whole 
world of experience.^ 



If the objective of a proyra 



o f "h ri ^ t .1 c n c<3 uca t i on 



°"'ycro / 'h* t I a r "h r 1 a 1 1 r n hdu c a t ion? , p. 91. 
7 TMd . . r. 91. 



38 



la to enable IraSlvlduals to frow In Christian experience end 
character, then that must be the criterion by which material* 
vnd method a are to he evaluated, bn the other hand, If the 
objective is to eafci the individual awe rc of his lost condi- 
tion and brink hi -a to a readlm ss lor the conversion expe- 
rience, the Material selected will be the t containing "saving" 
’-re*- ledge, end the method employed will bt that of authcrl- 
t-. rl&r.i am. to asr-hasi r« this point * nd t.o eet the two 
coal tione in clear relief see the following at t***nt made by 
x'rofeasor tlllott concerning tho Sower r . n •! ttec ’ p report on 
curriculum: 

In traditional ’rotestant religicuo wducotion, 
the r-5. pie fend the accepted interprets! I cno of 
religion arc the err nizing cozjtei , am' re'll - 
Rlou* educ tion 1® conceived ftp, in improved 
methodology for teaching the liblo snd Chris- 
tian truths; in the .over report life «1 tui- 
tions are the organising center nd the Mble 
is utilised as Hn feid In meeting these situa- 
tions cn a Christian bonis. In traditional 
Trote stent religious education, '"hrlstlan 
faith « r.d practice are considered as already 
known, and education la s aethec: of securing 
tneir acceptance and applic tion; in the 
'-lower report, whet is fhrlatlrn ir faith and 
practice is to be discovered in <mr through 
the education*. 1 process. In traditional 
Protestant religious education, the teaching 
is f- preparation for the experience of con- 
version; in. the lower report, it Is assumed 
that r brlgt,l&n faith and experience rre to 
be realized through growth from early child- 
hood tc adult years. 3 

go the individual Chaplain is inevitably forced to 
choose between the fundamental assumptions outlined above* If 



Ililott, op . c i t . , r>. 62. 
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be l& to give Intelligent direction to the progrta of reli- 
gious? education which he would eat up on a siilit&ry Inetallu- 
tlon to sect the needs of his constituency hut hi® 
decision will be depends greatly upon the buckg round end 
trlning of the individual Chaplain. The chances are very 
coo?] that he '•'ill attempt to do about the same sort of thing 
In the service that he would do in civilian life eg pastor of 
a parish church. In fsset, he will likely do in the service 
the same sort of thing that he has already done In parish 
life. It all depends upon the Individual ' nd how susceptible 
he la to change . Ho can legally do what Ire thinks boot, to 
the extent, that those who na)t® up hi® congregation® are wil- 
ling tc go along with hi*. U( vy Regulations do net bind him 
to any particular type of religious education, either »e tc 
'.ctPed or philosophy, but give complete freedom to preach and 
teach ’‘recording to the manner and forme of the church of 
which he is a member. \nd for all practical purposes we 
may say that examrlss of both authoritarian end liberal types 
of religious education nsy be found within any particular 
denomination represented in the chaplaincy of the military 
services. Mutt the Individual Chaplain believe® &bout the 
nature of nan and how he may attain salvation will determine 
whether or not the program will be ftuthorl tarlrn or progres- 
sive. There Is no set rule tr, the military services other 

^ United tatea M vy Regulation®, 1940, 'rtlclc 0607. 
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than that stated and it is extremely unlikely th&t there will 
ever be handed to the Chaplain a program outline to be >..ut 
into effect. 

't Is the conviction of the writer of this raper that 
any fhspV in should study carefully the fundamental sump- 
tions of each of the prevalent, streams of •’"hriati&n education 
and through ^raysr ful consideration of tbs children who are 
under hie cere cone to some definite conclusions before pro- 
ceeding in setting up a progratr- of religious education. Then 
he will at leant Vnow what he Is tryin- to do end whether or 
not the method* he la employing arc those which have proved, 
to be so si affective. 



IV. 



rone Conclusion a 
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1 . T fts;ardlm~ the el e ction and Trainin g of Mr chers . 

Ml ministers fire f*c»d with the perennial problem of 
getting end keening t««.chers who ore really qualified for 
their dutlsa in the religious educational program . of 

the tine the m Ini a ter has to recruit teachers on the b^sie 
of t>atr wlllitvn«e« to “do their bent , !f rather then on the 
beds of actual competency. He takes them as they are and 
hor*« that they vill attend Ms yearly training, institutes 
end thereby become wore or 1 »gp qualified for the teaching of 
the c l£»©es to which they are assigned. 

The fherlain in the ailitary services la brought, face 
to face with fchlo problem in an intensified fern. It is a 
rare Instance vhen any toucher remains or: the oom® installa- 
tion for more then two y c rs. T ier husband’s r.oresel tour of 
duty At any one place is two years cr less, so even the «sxi- 
tr.u-5 time the "'hap.lain can count on any om individual an * 
tee ch»r In two yeert, and usually lean. It is nafp to nay 
that the personnel turn-over will cvcrrr.e at leret sixty 
percent each year. 

-e to the KOthcdf. of r -recurc~ept of teachers for a 
rroyrem of relirious education cn a srilitery inntel lati on, 
each rhaplsin will likely have some particular technique 
which he relies upon rather heavily. However, it has been 
found that the following four procedures, if continued over 
a period of time, will yield very eatisfactory results. 
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First., the Clift pi 5* in should write regular articles for 
the station r^vepar^r , informing th« rc»35d*mte of the work 
and the needs of the fondly school fend other religious? edu- 
cational activities. 'Vfce editors of thee© nsuntrs vill welcome 
such articles, ri rt i culfi.nl y if they arc written, fend 

they will be read by these w^o ere connected vi th trie mili- 
tary establl ehsent . jornetlaea it will be possible to have 
*cae aecsbtr of the staff v/hc may be ; ertieu'j urly well quail- 
fie* in jcuintHs* to write l weekly "l eii&icus heiuevtion'* 
column. lut even If the "'haply in has rereern lly to writ© 
the l tides it will be well worth the effort required. 



f '«eond , the 'harlaln hculc present the need for work- 
ers when he speaks tc the latent ! etcher crociuticn groups. 
Ibis will *n#ure contact with rroosbiy ninety percent of the 
parents wbc have children in the public rchool conducted on 



tfc<* station. In addition It will open ike way lor talks 
with indivicu 1 public school teachers who £• re quite often 
glad tc share in the work of the * unday ebcol and related 
activities. cot c-f these people will hive rts *£ the 
rha Iain's nc'--i»p.' per ftrticleg already r.qd will be . ; orc 
likely to respond then thc-«e who hr ve ro children. 

Third, each family should bn vi tiled by the Chaplain 
as soon as possible after its arrival aboard the station, 
'very chaplain knows hov to ; rccure lists of those moving to 
or from the area. / well-timed call mi-y be instrumental not 
only in petting the children enrolled in the unday chcol. 
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hut sis© *n obtaining the ^ervlcoo of some vel l-qu&lif led 
tar c here. 

fourth, it is well to mention the need for workers 
from the pulpit fro® tiiae to tiiae. This could well be over- 
done but the ‘aatter of reports to the entire congregation &a 
to the statue of the relisrlou® education:! r-rograsa \ r- very 
definitely worth-whil*. 

Of course, the rhe,pl»in will want tc interview each 
prospective teacher before turning over to her a cl^ss of 
children. It would be impossible for anyone to lay down a 
set. of rules to govern absolutely the selection cf any p&rti 
culer person sc fe teacher. However, It is obvious that the 
person whoso idem* ore dlasatrl tally opposed to those of the 
'he -lain and hie constituency could not logically be placed 
in position of leadership. 6 or Instance, one fhar-l&in was 
approached by a jeraon who purported himself to b« an expe- 
rienced undry cboo] teacher and who bed been told by the 
• .ore to take over & per ti culer cl sa which w£. o under the 
supervision of the ''ht. plain. In discussing the matter with 
ttiia aim it coon became apparent that he could not teach in 
thin particular .unday ,'chocl at all. Me hsd "rone to seed" 
on the dock of ; arid ami, fres* the Chaplain’s point cf view 
at least, would have disrupted tne entire unhay chocl if 
given the opportunity. ('hi® arm, incidentally, is new in r 
aentfc-l Institution.’; "ertainlv the ^hcplain will want tc bo 
Buis, that the person put in the piece of responsibility the 
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teacher occupies will be one who io competent in some ae&sure 
to do the eort cf thin;* he conceive* tc oe ntce-saary. 

I"* of these factors odd up tc .jenn that the r haii plain 
:su st h"Vo fcjc eor t. of continuous te&ch«r-tr» inlng program. 
”er«" ?<*.*■ there will b«* wrist ions o r i»thed but so«e thing 
‘.•’l 1 hsv** to b* 5 dene or the religious educational r regrass 
will bop #ovn fer If c v cf teachers. c*<, hrve found thst the 
w ‘OSt workable jl**r. hen bt.cn to have an understudy for each 
• dive tf -eher. will tnrure “on the- Job training'* and 

will serve to *■•©. -o i??l cci-ertp coder when teachers are 
transferred iyr.y. It. will Pino be bett r for the children, 
fer they will never fee? that. r. r dlcc-1 c*hMr>« e 3 e being fsade 
v *>-,rn the teacher 1 «tvep. They will be ajc v 1 nr sn ndjuataent 
to f ne n ' ' cel ‘t r t r trier then to ft. new v erd tsacher. 

'nothor vcy cf providin'* valuable tr*3. nine is to hold 
rrgulr-r monthly t cents. 1 eoetlrrs fci the impose of 

giving ©11 tejehers? in opportunity tc diecurr frankly their 
nutuai prcblc-rc. It will be possible in ,cct eltuetlons for 
the Chaplain to arrsage for in cccssice.nl vi«it to these 
dept rtrscntf 1 nee tin”’# cf leaders in v-riour r h‘-t’t?f of reli- 
gious educe ticn in the nearest city, 'cat r h#plalna secs to 
hove h»<3 tho experience that the leading people In the large 
chuich«« arc mere than lad to t salat these working In the 
unfay chorls and other related activities connected with 
military inetellitlcn*. 
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It would Rico be well tc send teachers tc visit 
churches in nearby cities where exceptional work is being 
don© in religious education, -iy observing the methods and 
procedures of those who have been successful over a long 
period of tine, young teachers are often inspired to become 
better workers with these In their chrrge. Inc r b»plain 
reported that it wan **08311)10 to ''apprentice'' each of his new 
teachers to the leading worker in any particular department 
in the large churches cf the city fifteen miles away. He 
stated that, almost without exception, each of those now 
teaching in hie unday "chocl bad spent from three to four 
sessions with what he considered a " model ” class in one of 
the larger churches of the city. S!e had a working arrange- 
ment with four different departments of three different 
churches and felt that the total rrcgraa cf religious educa- 
tion cn hie station vns greatly enhanced thereby, 
b . ’ nert rd ln g t* e 'election c f * 1 terctur e to b e Used . 

before c. choice of literature can be made it will be 
n*ceeearv for the '"huclain and these vcrklnr with him In the 
prcrrsti to arrive *t a clear understand inr of the objective 
for which their cf forts ere being expended. If it is decided 
to use the Sunday chocl sessions ae a Deans of transmitting 
certain "saving" knowledge to the pupils*, then the literature 
will be selected on the hr. sis of how well it contributes to 
that end. ' r hcre arc various materials available from the 



denominational publishing houses thst approach religious 
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education in this manner. It may be that some Chaplains will 
find the t their constituency will vent to study flrrt one and 
then another denominational spores. ch. It her. already been 
indlcrtod in this paper that at least one Ke- v*l tr.tlon 
unday choc! 1c doing this rert of thing. 

It le slsc possible to obtain liter* turo put out oy 
rjor.-t encainat lonr 1 r ubl iehlng houses. :ome of this is based 
on the international : <• orotic and some on the work of inde- 
pendent writers. In any event tire material should be studied 
very carefully before fee in/* rut into the h#n&» of teachers 
for up© in the t e.-cMns: of children. 

There ary be situation* 'hero the "bar 14 in and people 
wf-rt to laco the euphnsls upon the t rofre reive develop® ant 
of the child in fl-rletifcn experience and character. In this 
esse the materials selected for study will of necessity be 
quite different free those used in a program that has an its 
srin objective the teaching of sound doctrine. 

'itheut t?i tempting to list specific literature that 
Ifrht be used in each of these situations. It must be pointed 
out that the ;aaterif;le to be used must be selected in line 
with the bade objective of the rellricus education pros ram. 

-r«st question to be kept in mind Is this: Ices this 

literature hole in attaining the objective for which the 
pre ram exlrtri Ic It the best available materisl for 
attyinlnf the desired ends? 
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Tt snsy veil be that, on the basis of study and experi- 
mentation, some of the literature will be obtained from one 
publishing house and some from another. Indeed, It is not 
likely that a discriminating Chaplain will find all of the 
literature of any one publishing house equally acceptable for 
all groupings. 

One thin# that will have to be considered at all Uses 

is that no matter what the objectives may be, no literature 

should be used unless It comes within the understanding of 

the individuals for who® It la intended. It has been found 

that real learning does not take place outside the ability 

and understand Inn of the individual. In other word®, the 

literature must be relevant to the Individual where he le now 

If it is to bo effective. ' rofesror oxer has well 3& Id th&t 

... effective character education will best 
achieve Its end® by work! nr fro® beginning to 
end within the concrete experience of growing 
persons, it will begin with behavior patterns 
as It finds them In the goin* experience of 
rsrr-onn. It will proceed bv asst ©tin*- growing 
persons to forts some Judgment aoout these' pat- 
terns. It will assist persons to understand 
their experience and the factors of Its con- 
trol. On the be s 1 •" of such &v Judgment and such 
an underntanc ing , It will ansisi growing per- 
sons to reconstruct their behavior oatterna 
from what they arc Into vh&t, in the light cf 
their ever pin* net of valuer, they deeire them 
to be . l ' J 

’nil© he w«.a wrltlm about the! which he considered to be 
effective ae&ns of character education, we nay be equally 



•’haroctcr Through ^restlvo *. x r erience , p , 
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sure that authoritarian teaching must also beg 1 i n with the 
person where he is if lte objective is to be accomplished 



AS 



3 . ? epardlng the - nli stroent of the cooperation of the 

airentn in the m otal program , 

There hsn boon built up over the years the general 
idea. that parents should take or send their children to the 
mnday school, an<3 that it. is the business of the teachers, 
under the supervision of the pastor, to sec that they receive 
the necessary religious instruction, •’'ore and more it has 
come to be the rule that the parents pa y little or no atten- 
tion to what or how the children are t&urht. If ten the 
parents ere called together on rally day or ^ronotion hay to 
h*»r their chi Idrcr recite verses or slnf ooncr. especially 
reVseerstd for the occasion. :f the children make a reason- 
ably poed shoving the average parent goes blissfully along to 
await the next such occasion wherein -Junior will have another 
chance to show what, he has cteraorlzed. 

Today, however, the leaders in r*lirioua education 
have come to be almost unsniirous in their belief that the 
parents ^urt v now somethin** of the objectives of the unday 
cbocl and related activities, and further, that they km at 
be e-'—cthetic with those objectives and really cooperative 
toward the total **roeram if the best results *sr« lo be 
obtained . ' r bis is true r»rrrr<51es« of what the objective may 
be, whether thM. of promulgating the doctrines of ultra- 
fund fe.'aentali an cr that of developing Chriotlrn character 
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through growth and experience in the ssost modern reltgioue 

educational system in the land. In thie connection ve can 

again refer to the lower '“owalttee * a report which point© out: 

/ p the primary and sob! Inti sate eoctM group, 
the family l? potentially the nc»t laportant 
cusone of Christian education for all its taem- 
here. If the purposes, rels t IcnaMpfs , and 
attitudes which prevail in the family are 
basically Christian, and if the activities in 
which the featly engager Include these which 
bring the religious life to articulate expres- 
sion, we have in the family the Ideal setting 
for Christian education. v o creator oppor- 
tunity confronts the church than that of 
helping fan! lice to achieve this Ideal. ^ 

"*Ms being true, the '’hapl^in will «*«♦*« aura that a 
definite prerra* for enlisting the coopers t Ion of the parents 
io undertaken. This will hr a cent irailrif concern cl the 
Ck »lMn, for we may be cure that, regardless of Ms own 
Ideas on religious education, he will not be able success- 
fully to c err? on & program that has sc its ne in interest an 
objective that h£ 0 not pi lned the acceutrr.ce of the parents. 

Just how the creatert possible degree of cooperation 
say be elicited from the r.urcnic i® no'sething thst each 
^hsplaln will have to work cut with his staff. Jne Che pit in 
h&s found It very helpful to have a monthly supper for par- 
ents and teacher®. This enable# them to *et better acquainted, 
for they are seated according to inter* et groups, »nd thus 
fb’nre their mutual problems with regard to ‘.ill, John, and 
•'ary. It la also possible to sea that tech home receives a 



** International Council of religious .ducat ion, or .clt. ,p,lw 
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nftrasine for parents that deals v?ith the objectives 
of the type of religious education program being conducted , 
in a poll taken on one baviil i&ae It was found that ninety 
five percent of the parent© rear one or ror© articles in the 
literature sent them each sonth by the un&rj ' chocl . One 
lain renorts that each quarter he sends out & question- 
naire to each heave requeelinit an eve 'Just Jon of the work being 
cone oy the ,unoay chool . 1 © a» ya the response is almost 

cr.e hu narco percent a no that the i epulis of these quest ten- 
n&iret? ere dlocuesed fully &t his staff »«*ting». ©»« 

literature available % rovtdoc for weekly work fc> the parents 
t nd children »t nc*a»e in the study 01 lesson aiutci ii Is? . there 
ij fe danger here that the parents m-y bo ur-de just monitors, 
and that the children will cone to reient the study, 'out It 
is one method of seeing that the parents know what the 
uncii-y chocl is trying to do for their children. 

■'erti inly wo ,;ust egret* that, whatever the method 
©nr loyed , it is vitally necessary to sec that the parents arc 
aware of the objectives of the program and that they are 
cooper tive. otherwise, it will b© loet difficult to accoa- 
filth the end for which the unday „ chool was established , 
whether It oe that of /again," on a oedy of knowledge which 
3i#, y bring the child to tn Avar an© at cf "is need for salvation, 
or for the purpose of aiding the child to prow in Christian 
character through experience in livin';. 
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